




























FOREWORD  ...................................................................................................................................   iX
PREFACE  .........................................................................................................................................  Xi
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS  ................................................................................................................  Xiii
INTRODUCTION  ............................................................................................................................ Xv
LIST OF EXERCISES  ...................................................................................................................  Xvii
1. STRUCTURE AND ORGANIZATION  ...........................................................................................  1
IMRaD structure for research papers  .....................................................................................  3
the introduction  .....................................................................................................................  3
the methods  .........................................................................................................................  4
the results  .............................................................................................................................  5
the discussion  .......................................................................................................................  6 
2. SCIENTIFIC STYLE  ....................................................................................................................  11
2.1. Principles  .................................................................................................................................  13
2.2. Clarity  ......................................................................................................................................  17
Precision: Avoiding ambiguity  ...............................................................................................  19
Choosing the right words  .....................................................................................................  19
Being specific  ................................................................................................................  20
Being correct  ................................................................................................................  21
using the right register  ..................................................................................................  28
Grammar  .............................................................................................................................  28
articles  ..........................................................................................................................  28
subject-verb agreement  ................................................................................................  29
Prepositions  ..................................................................................................................  34
Relative clauses  ............................................................................................................  39
Word order  ....................................................................................................................  41
Participle clauses  ..........................................................................................................  42
verb patterns  ................................................................................................................  44
using Google as a concordancer  ..................................................................................  47
Punctuation  .........................................................................................................................  49
Commas  .......................................................................................................................  49
Connecting two independent clauses  ............................................................................  54
Hyphenation  ..................................................................................................................  55
Capitalization  .................................................................................................................  59
apostrophes  .................................................................................................................  62
Writing numbers  ..................................................................................................................  64
spelling ................................................................................................................................  66
-viii-
table of contents
Simplicity: Avoiding unnecessary complexity  ......................................................................  69
unnecessarily complex words  ..............................................................................................  70
unnecessary nominalization  .................................................................................................  70
Double negatives  .................................................................................................................  71
the passive voice  ................................................................................................................  72
Long sentences  ...................................................................................................................  75
stacked modifiers  ................................................................................................................  76
Concision: Making every word count ....................................................................................  79
avoiding redundancy  ...........................................................................................................  79
eliminating empty words and phrases  ..................................................................................  80
Replacing wordy expressions  ..............................................................................................  81
Fluidity: Keeping the thread  ..................................................................................................  85
Cohesion and coherence  .....................................................................................................  85
familiar-before-new principle  ...............................................................................................  87
Parallel constructions  ...........................................................................................................  89
Consistent terminology  ........................................................................................................  92
uK vs us english  .................................................................................................................  92
abbreviations  .......................................................................................................................  94
3. THE OVERVIEW  .........................................................................................................................  97
Titles  .........................................................................................................................................  99
Abstracts  ................................................................................................................................  103
Summary statements and conclusions  ..............................................................................  109
4. PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER: ADDITIONAL EXERCISES  ....................................................  113
APPENDICES  ...............................................................................................................................  123
 i. the seven Cs of scientific writing  ...........................................................................................  125
 ii. Words that are often confused  ...............................................................................................  127
 iii. false friends  ..........................................................................................................................  141
 iv. Guidelines for forming plurals in words from classical languages  ............................................  147
 v. some common dependent prepositions  ................................................................................  149
 vi. unnecessarily complex words  ...............................................................................................  151
 vii. nominalization  .......................................................................................................................  153
 viii. empty expressions that can be eliminated  .............................................................................  155
 iX. Redundant expressions  .........................................................................................................  157
 X. Wordy expressions  ................................................................................................................  159
 Xi. transition markers  .................................................................................................................  165
 Xii. us vs. uK english  .................................................................................................................  167
 Xiii. useful websites  .....................................................................................................................  173
 Xiv. selected books and articles  ...................................................................................................  175
